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The Environmental Attorney General (Procuraduria Federal del Medio Ambiente, PFMA) plans
to conduct an average of 1,000 random inspections per month during 1993 to ensure that private
businesses comply with environmental regulations. On March 31, Alfredo David Gilly, the
PFMA's director of technical support, said the agency inspected 2,496 businesses in the first three
months of the year and found only 461 companies to be in full compliance with the government's
environmental norms. Of the violators, nine were shut down permanently, and another 102
companies were ordered to suspend some of their operations until they made the necessary changes
to comply with anti-pollution laws. For example, on April 1 the PFMA ordered the giant steel
producer Hojalata y Lamina S.A. (HYLSA) to shut down three smelting ovens at its plant in San
Martin Texmelucan in Puebla state, but allowed the company to continue operations at the rest of
the plant. According to Gilly, the PFMA conducted more than 4,500 random inspections in 1992,
ordering the permanent closure of 105 companies and a partial suspension of operations at 714
facilities. Not surprisingly, a high number of violators are located in the northern industrial city
of Monterrey. On March 22, PFMA official Fernando Gutierrez Moreno, said the agency issued
citations against 60 Monterrey-based steel and metal smelters for releasing nitrogen oxides and
other harmful substances into the air. According to Gutierrez, Monterrey health authorities using
the same air pollution scale as the one used in Mexico City (Indice Metropolitano de Contaminacion
del Aire, INMECA) recorded a reading of 185 in the eastern areas of the city for several days in
December. The international air quality scale upon which IMECA is based ranges from zero to 100,
with levels over 100 considered unacceptable and dangerous. (Sources: Notimex, 03/22,93, 03/31/93,
04/01/93)
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